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The writer of this book hns had mueh and Inm!{

|

oxperience in the admintstration of pen nl liwa, and
especially the management of eonviets In the great
prizons of Pennsylvania, Ie bas, morcover, cire fully |

examined the atatlstles of ertme In the country at
Jarge, and he hos reached the coneinsion (which hts |
figures directly reinforee) that erime e largely on the

therease o the United States, snd that if the present ;
methods are malntalined 1t must swell year by year in [
cost and everyiling else until the people are falrly |
foreed to apply themselves to the penal reforms which

are rocommended In these pages.  Mr, Holes, how- |
ever, It mnst at once be suld, does not take fs=ue with |
other experlenced penologists.  On the contrary, lier |
takes frequent opportually to show that he and they
hold identical bellefs about the treatment and the
future of crime.  What differentiutes Lim from ks
predecessors Is the thorough-golng nature and sweep-
tng scope of the remedies which he so baldly ndyo-
cates.

Thus the reader will soon find that the author has |
no falth in any socalled reformatory scheme, so far as |
babltual criminals are concerned. e holds that all the |
jaborlons and costly efforts hitherto made to rezenernte |
thls class have been worse than wasted, For Le |
malntains that the habltual eriminal §s what Le Is
tbrongh a perverted and defective organism; that he
fs Hterally permeated by viclons heredity | that in udidl
ton to this ull his educatlon 15, durlng the most
getiveiy formutive years, In the divect loe of vice: |
that all his normal disposttions and tendencles move
in that directlon: that, in short, he cannot help hime
self or chunge himsell, bowever hard lie trivs (o do s,
Mr. Holes might—nay, In eur Judgment he shonld—have
marked the faet that society Is Iteelf dogeedly op- |
posed to the reform of the erfminad, anid thit this op-
position takes the shape of an ostraclsm which makes |
s every aentence perpetunl aud wileh excudes him |
from the lope of public clemency.

It may be that this state of things 1s luseparable
from the sltuation, bot If so thut only shows that 11 15
tUme the sliustlon was altered.  DBut Ne. Boles hues
drostic remedies to propose,  What, Le asks, is 1o be
dane with the great class of “defectlves™ who return
to crime pealn and aguth, and who ol iously Tt
be prevented from so velurnlng as long as They have
any Intervals of freedom? The plain answer of Mr.
Boles to this cruclil question is, *Don’t let the
btual eriminal return 1o frecdom.”  After a thied
convictlon, in other words, he proposes 1o make the
sentence for Ife; and he holds that tils wonld produce
exocellent resulte In several ways, One, snd not among
the least welolity, he arzues, would e the p
of breeding criminals. In the course of 4 co
the present ruce of them would dle out; and noless o
new generatlon was put on the stage by careless o
evll legislation, there wonld be good ground for ox-
pecting quite a widespread moral expansion,

Of gourse so far-reaching a plan as thl= conld nol
ptand upon one feature alone, It must be combined |
with the wisest measnres for thie purpose,
of soclety must be devoted for years, and in tervible
earnest, to the maising of 1ts “muod-glls,”  The Wight |
of Intempernnce, vwhich even now produces alout 73
per cent of all the crlme committed In the country,
would have to be dealt with. |
goclal progress would have applied,
tentative and frugmentary fshion, but with organires
and persistent energy.
concelvalle allowanes has beon ma
of salutary chunge, thut the prospret wonld be so Lope |
ful us to muke the propo<ition a really practiedl ques
tion. In the fisst place 1t conld never be disentangled
from polities, for it wounld come directly home 1o the
“pusiness anud bosoms" of the men who in all modern |
communities adm at acquiring State control by ntilis
Ing the “dangerous clements'  One can fmsgite with |
what undisguleed horror the henchmen of Tammany
would recelve a proposal to sequestrate all the ha- |
Pitual crlminals, Where, then, It wouid be suld,
i

vai ol
1 e

to e nat in

r the influence

1 we got our voles at eritfeal Junctures, our * |
uence,” all the sinews of our strength ! |

Any pracileal man who may lave Imagzined that a
withont the most

scheme of this kind could be ennct
deternidned and perslstent reslsinnee huows Hitle ol

the forces which have to be reckoned with. If
we are to make an end of the habitual crimingl cls
we fear that o long and difficalt period of prepuration
must be anteipated,  Thus far—and the fuer bs sle
nificant—the most enlghtened views of the most ex-
@erienced penologlsts Lave, nlne times out of ten, heon
imply rejected by those who oueht 1o hive glven
them the most respectful attention.  Before any |
change for the better cau be hoped for dn this cors
pectlon the publle will have to be o stirred up
reallze that bad penclogy 15 only another ne
public robbery, and that milllens of the people’s Lund
earned taxes sre annually dralned away to fl gaje
85 hopeless a5 the jurs of the Danaides,

A few thinkers Lave ulrendy rea
sense concluslon,  Put the whole que<tion i too now
to the majority, and not understanding 1 thoy do not
fecl Interested in 1. Neverthele< the pablica
such & book as this caunot but fuce n cortal
ppon publle opiniou, for nearly vhody whao th
at all {5 well aware thut the care of our cohinlnuls
and paupers costs far too much, Now, when iU |
ghown that not only Is the cost exeessive, Lut that it |
does not keep prce with the wih of erlme, the |
conclusion must be elear to all.  We are In fact pay
ing two or throe prices for the Keepl of onr de
fectives, and we ure pot really rforming them at all
Of course this lnst statement muy seeimn to need somy
modification. The trnth I thut the criminal 1
oeutage 18 belng constantly ralsed by the
ton to our population of un lmmigeation which 1o &
large extent represeuts the leust desiruble and meadt |
dapgerous elsments the populations of Europe can supe
ply.  Then there 15 the negro faction 1o e cons
pldered, but we gather from Mr. Boles that there |s |
peal hope a5 to the forure of thut. It 08 the farelgu,
and especially the non-Eoglish-speaking  elements,
which are Increasing the percentage of erime, aod
who will doubtless contlnue to do thls =0 long as the
people put up with the cltuation,

These are among the gruver guestions which Mr, |
Bolos discusses 10 a very frank and outspoken way,
and none who read Lis book can doubt clthier his
enrnesiness or the genern) fulness of hls *‘nformation |
All these penologieal problems are belng pushed mory
and more into pu.h.h Iilllhl- Cleagly not w few af |
them will have to he des 1 with at ne long distance,
and those who avull themselyes of Mr. Holes's Intro-
duction to the sulject will be prepured to consldeg
them Imvill:t-n!I}‘.
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